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Giving you the power to prosper!

Marion Denger, right, 
board president, and Jim 
Wellik, vice president, earned 
their Board Leadership Certifi-
cates. The Board Leadership 
Program provides ongoing 
education and information 
needed to keep directors on 
top of the important industry 
related issues and develop-
ments. Directors must earn 10 
credits to receive their certifi-
cates. The program is through 
the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association.

Two board members 
complete Leadership 
Program

As stated in the September 
and October issues of iNtouch, the 
Energy Cost Adjustment (ECA) will 
increase due to rate increases from 
our power supplier.  You will see 
this increase on your January usage 
statement.  

FYI, the energy adder will 
increase approximately $.006 per 
kwh.  Example: for every 1,000 kwhs 
used your increase will be $6.00.  

Your cooperative strives to keep 
rates affordable for its member/
owners while still maintaining its 
financial stability and the reliability, 
quality and integrity of its system.  

ECA Reminder

Best Wishes for the 
Holiday Season

The directors and 
employees of Prairie 
Energy Cooperative 
wish you a safe and 
happy holiday season. 
We remind you to 
turn off electrical 

decorations before leaving home or 
going to bed. 

All cooperative offices will be closed   
Dec. 23, 26 and Jan. 2.

High school juniors whose parents or guardians are Prairie Energy Co-
operative members are invited to apply for the 2012 Youth Tour to Wash-
ington, D.C., held June 15 - 21.

The goal of the youth tour is to support education and to provide 
opportunities for youth in 
rural Iowa.

Since the late 1950s, 
the Rural Electric Coopera-
tive (REC) Youth Tour has 
brought high school juniors 
and seniors to Washington, 
D.C. for an all-expense paid 
tour of the city. Students 
on the tour learn first-hand what it is like to be involved in politics, com-
munity development and today’s social issues. They participate in National 
Youth Day, visit with their representative and senators and explore the 
sights around the nation’s Capitol. 

Students are selected for this program by their local electric coopera-
tive.  Prairie Energy Cooperative requires the students to complete some 
in-book quizzes and write a letter to an elected official. 

The top three applicants will be interviewed and one winner will be 
selected. The winner will be announced 
by April 5, 2012. A $100 savings bond 
will be awarded to each runner-up. 

To see even more about the tour 
visit the National Youth Tour Web site 
at www.youthtour.coop and watch the 
2011 Youth Tour Video. Contact Don 
Kammrad by email dkammrad@prai-
rieenergy.coop or call him at 641-923-2654 
or 888-225-8707 for more information. 

Last day to apply is March 16, 2012.

Experience the wonder of  
Washington D.C.
For over 40 years, electric cooperatives have sponsored high school students from across 
America to visit the nation’s capitol and meet their members of congress. You could be 
part of this tremendous opportunity.

Last year’s Youth Tour winner Adelai Swanson 
of Galt, in front of her favorite memorial, the 
Lincoln Memorial.

Heat meters are for structured 
heat only.  This means if you have 
a heat meter you cannot not have 
anything else hooked up to it - it is 
for your electric heat only!  If you do 
have something else on your heat 
meter, you could lose your discount-
ed heat rate.

•	 Never burn your Christmas tree, 
its branches or any of its needles or 
foliage in the fireplace. It will flash and 
crackle and put you at high risk for a 
house fire.

•	 Recycle or trash your holiday 
wrapping paper; do not put it in a 
fireplace. Wrapping paper—and 
newspaper—will ignite into a huge 
fire and throw off sparks and embers 
that can catch your chimney on fire. Same goes for garbage, charcoal and plastic.

•	 Do not coax your flames by squirting charcoal lighter, camp fuel, gasoline 
or any other liquid accelerant onto the logs.

•	 Before you light the season’s first fire, have the chimney inspected annually 
and cleaned by a professional chimney sweep. 

•	 Ask the sweep to install a cap on the top of the chimney to keep out de-
bris, birds and animals.

•	 Equip every level of your house with both smoke alarms and carbon mon-
oxide detectors. Test batteries twice a year and replace as needed.

•	 Invest in a couple of fire extinguishers: one for the kitchen and one to keep 
near the fireplace. Teach everyone in the house how to use them.

•	 Move furniture, rugs, draperies, books, newspapers and anything else that 
can catch on fire at least two feet away from the fireplace.

•	 Never, never store fuel near the fireplace or anywhere inside the house.
•	 Keep children and pets away from the fireplace.
•	 Extinguish the fire before leaving the house, going to bed or leaving the 

room where your fireplace is located.
•	 Soak hot ashes in water and place them in a metal container outside your home.

Attention Members:

To apply for your rebate, purchase LED holiday lights by December 
24, 2011, complete this coupon, attach your sales receipt and return 
to Prairie Energy Cooperative by December 31, 2011.

2011 Holiday Lights Rebate Coupon

(Up to 5 strings per member)
$2 per string rebate

Member Name_____________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

Acct # ______________________
(Acct number as listed on your electric bill where the credit is to be applied.)

No. of LED holiday light strings purchased ______ (maximum rebate of 5 strings or $10.)

Mail to: Prairie Energy Cooperative, 2099 Hwy 3W, Clarion, IA 50525

Keep the holiday fires burning—safely

Caulk holes and cracks 1.	
around windows and 
doors
Check the battery in your 2.	
smoke detector
Change your furnace filter3.	

The 
three 
C’s of 
Christmas

“I enjoyed every second of my time in 
Washington D.C. I learned more about our 
government and found all the monuments and 
memorials very patriotic and interesting. It really 
was the experience of a lifetime!”

Adelai Swanson, Galt
2011 Youth Tour Participant
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